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Abstract 

A large pulse of recruitment of Tridacna gigas was first noticed in January 1987 when juve
niles were about 18 months of age. Survival over 5 years was 56% at one site and 9.7% at another 
site. Shell length increased from a mean of 11.2 cm at about 18 months of age to a mean of 41.8 

cm after 5 years (6.5 years from spawning). Juvenile clams of this cohort were close to random in 
spatial distribition. Preferred settlement and/or survival was found on several substrata such as 
branching Acropora sp. thickets, on filamentous algal covered surfaces, and in coral crevices. An 
understanding of the survival and growth of this year class of T. gigas through long-term monitor
ing will contribute to the wise management of this resource. These results also indicate that the 
use of cultured juvenile clams to restock areas depauperate of giant clams in Asia and the Pacific 
will be successful. 






















